
The Bookmark

The Library can help you grow.
Oh, the places you’ll go!

March 2024

In this Edition
Celebrate Read Across America

Programs for children, teens,
and adults

Dubi’s Easter Eggstravaganza

Book Clubs & Author Talks

Vote for Louisiana’s Young
Readers’ Choice Awards

Edible Book Contest 



St. John the Baptist Parish Library is kicking off March with a
Seuss-tastic spirit week in celebration of Read Across
America, an annual reading event launched by the National
Education Association in 1998. Observed by schools and
libraries across the nation in the week surrounding Dr.
Seuss’s birthday on March 2nd, Read Across America seeks to
encourage a love of reading, improve literacy rates, promote
cultural awareness, and build a stronger sense of community.  

CelebratingCelebrating

“Green Eggs & Ham”
Dress in green!

“Every Who Down in Whoville”
Crazy hair day!

“Sleep Book”
Pajama Day!

Hop into Spring
WITH ST.  JOHN THE

BAPTIST PARISH LIBRARY

Monday,
March 4

Tuesday,
March 5

Wednesday,
March 6

Thursday,
March 7

Friday, 
March 8

“Fox in Socks”
Wear crazy socks!

“Cat in the Hat”
Wear your best hat!

Take a picture, post it on
Facebook or Instagram, and
tag St. John the Baptist
Parish Library.

If you visit the library to
show us your activity, you
will receive a small prize!

Programs for all ages
Summer Reading Program
with prizes
STEM activities
Books, E-books,
audiobooks & DVDs
Launchpads
Hotspots

Free Wi-Fi 
Wireless printing
Language learning
Professional development
Geneaology databases
Homework help & test prep
Meeting rooms
Book clubs

Author visits
Arts & crafts
1,000 Books Before
Kindergarten
Streaming movies &
music
News Bank
Computer classes

Follow St. John the
Baptist Parish

Library on Facebook,
Instagram, X, and

YouTube.



EGGSTRAVAGANZAEGGSTRAVAGANZA

Special

Event!

Free Easter baskets,
Storytime, Egg hunt,

Live Dubi Puppet
Show, & meet the

Easter Bunny!

Family

Have a hopping good time with us at Dubi's Easter Eggstravaganza! Each child in
attendance will receive a complimentary Easter basket and be able to participate in
our Easter egg hunt. There will also be a special Easter-themed storytime, a puppet
show and a meet & greet including FREE pictures with Dubi and the Easter Bunny! 

Frazee-Harris 
Memorial Library 

Saturday,  March 16th 
@ 10:30 AM  

(111  Historic Front St., Garyvil le)

The LaPlace Branch 
of Norris J. Mil let,

Sr. Library
Saturday,  March 16th 

@ 2:00 PM
(2920 Hwy. 51, LaPlace)

Roland Borne, Sr. 
Memorial Library

Saturday,  March 9th 
@ 10:30 AM

(2979 LA-18, Edgard)

Leroy D. Will iams 
Memorial Library

Saturday,  March 9th 
@ 2:00 PM

(170 WEST 10 St., Reserve)

*Registration is required for this event! *

Register using the online calendar at stjohnlib.com or by
contacting your local library branch. For more information,
contact Soquoria Bolden at 985-652-6857 ext. 1503 or by
email at sbolden@stjohnlib.com. 

Scan to
visit our
website
and  view
the online
calendar

Five Surprising Easter Facts
The largest chocolate egg was over 34 feet tall.
 In the 1950s, it took 27 hours to make a single Peep by hand.
Egg decorating started in Ukraine.
Easter baskets symbolize bird’s nests and new life.
Pretzels were once associated with Easter.

Log onto News Bank at stjohnlib.com/resources for more facts!



Computer
Classes

Learn basic computer
operations, including how
to check your emails, use

Microsoft Office products,
and browse the Internet.

Please call to register.

Garyville:  
Computer Basics

5 PM Mondays & 11
AM Tuesdays

985-535-6868

Reserve:  Intro to
Microsoft Office

3:30 PM Wednesdays
985-536-4107

LaPlace: Beginner’s
Computer Classes 101

6 PM Thursdays
985-652-6857

Edgard:  Chat GPT
1 PM Wednesdays

985-497-3453

Join us as we conduct
computer-based training

sessions for artificial
intelligence, using large

language model tools
such as ChatGPT, Auto-

GPT, Playground. Jasper,
and Quillbot. 

Adult Programs
English as a Second Language Classes

In partnership with New Orleans-based The New Neighbor
Project, the St. John the Baptist Parish Library hosts
English as a Second Language (ESL) classes for adult
patrons. Call coordinator Carolyn Mendoza at (985) 536-
4107 or go to www.thenewneighborproject.org/esl-classes
for more information and to register.

LaPlace: 6 PM Wednesdays

COMING SOON: Starting in April, Spanish lessons will be
offered for native English speakers. Contact Carolyn
Mendoza for more details.

Guided Spring Lilac Painting
Discover new acrylic techniques as you paint a
blossoming spring lilac in this step-by-step tutorial suited
for artists of all skill levels. 

LaPlace: Tuesday, 3/19 at 6 PM
Edgard: Wednesday, 3/20 at 6 PM
Garyville: Monday, 3/25 at 6 PM
Reserve: Thursday, 3/28 at 6 PM

*Registration is required!*
Register using the online calendar at stjohnlib.com or by
calling your local library branch. 

“What About Weeds?” 
Discuss Gardening with André Brock

From flowerbeds to fields, every gardener and grass
cutter worries about weeds. This presentation will answer
common questions, help with weed ID, and tell you all you
need to know to have a happy, weed-free landscape.

LaPlace: Tuesday, 3/26 at 10 AM
Reserve: Tuesday, 3/26 at 1 PM
Garyville: Tuesday, 3/26 at 3 PM



Book Clubs & Author Talks
The Literary Lounge with Javalyn LeBlanc

Welcome to our new book club, where we will meet monthly to chat
about all kinds of books, from romance to mystery to sci-fi and beyond.
Our meetings are a welcoming and friendly space where you can share
your thoughts and ideas without fear of judgment. This month’s pick is
This month's pick with be "Circe" by Madeline Miller, one of the
featured authors in this month’s virtual author talk series! (See below
for details.) Join us to discover new worlds and wonderful friends!

Reserve:  Tuesday, 3/19 at 5 PM

The Power of Friendships with
NPR Legal Affairs
Correspondent Nina
Totenberg

Wednesday, 3/6 at 3 PM

20 Years of Dragon-Riding in
YA Fantasy with International
Bestselling Author
Christopher Paolini

Thursday, 3/14 at 3 PM

On Retelling Greek Classics:
An Exploration of the
Modern Epics with Madeline
Miller

Thursday, 3/21 at 6 PM

Through a partnership with Library Speakers
Consortium, patrons can join Q&As with
bestselling authors. Stream live or watch
replays at your leisure. 
For more information and to register, go to
https://libraryc.org/stjohnlib. 

‘Los Libros with Carlos Diaz: Book Talk & Discussion Group

Are you looking for your next great quick read? Visit our Facebook
page and YouTube channel on March 1st, 15th, & 29th  to watch this
video series where Carlos Diaz, our Reference Associate, talks
about great novels readily available for checkout in the library.  
This month’s novels are “City on Fire” and “City of Dreams” by Don
Winslow and “American Psycho” by Bret Easton Ellis. 

Were you intrigued by Carlos’s Book Talks? First, check out the
books from your local library or the Hoopla or Libby app on your
phone or tablet. Then, visit the  LaPlace Branch on the following
dates  to discuss the books with Carlos and fellow patrons.

LaPlace:  Thursday, 3/7 at 5 PM (City on Fire) 
                  Thursday, 3/21 at 5 PM (City of Dreams)
                  Thursday, 4/4 at 5 PM (American Psycho)

Virtual Author Talk Series

https://stjohnlib.evanced.info/admin/signup/EventDetails?EventId=1629&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2024/01/01
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https://stjohnlib.evanced.info/admin/signup/EventDetails?EventId=1629&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2024/01/01


Make a chick or bunny cube - a cute addition to
your Easter display.

Edgard: Monday, 3/25 at 5 PM
LaPlace: Tuesday, 3/26 at 5 PM
Garyville: Wednesday, 3/27 at 5 PM
Reserve: Thursday, 3/28 at 3:30 PM

Teen & Tween Programs
Build a Saltwater Circuit Learn Double Exposure in

Photoshop

Easter Pet Craft

Did you know that you can use
saltwater to make a light bulb shine
or a buzzer buzz? Learn how to
create a circuit using only salt and
water. Saltwater is a good conductor
of electricity, which would make the
ocean water a resource for
renewable energy.

Following this tutorial, you can easily create a
graphic that looks like it has been taken on a
film camera.

Edgard: Monday, 3/11 at 5:30 PM
Reserve: Thursday, 3/12 at 3:30 PM
Garyville: Wednesday, 3/13 at 5:30 PM
LaPlace: Thursday, 3/14 at 5:30 PM

Virtual:  Watch the tutorial on the St. John the
Baptist Parish Library YouTube Channel any
time after Monday, 3/4

Edible Book Contest 

St. John the Baptist Parish Library is partnering with St. John
Parish 4-H to celebrate books, art, food, and culture with the
Edible Book Contest, open to all youth in grades K-12 who
attend school and/or reside in St. John the Baptist
Parish. 

Desserts must be made from edible materials and must
represent a fictional or nonfictional literary work. All entries
must be friendly-friendly. A photo of the book cover must
accompany all entries.

Participants must register online by March 29th by scanning
the QR code on the Edible Book Contest flyer. Please ask a
staff member if you require assistance. 

The deadline to submit entries is as follows:
• Monday, April 8, 2024 – Edgard Branch 
• Tuesday, April 9, 2024 – Reserve Branch 
• Wednesday, April 10, 2024 – Garyville Branch 
• Thursday, April 11, 2024 – LaPlace Branch 



Paw Patrol: 
The Mighty Movie

Ages 0 to 5: Join us
for an after school
showing of "PAW
Patrol: The Mighty
Movie." Enjoy the
movie along with a
Paw Partol themed
activity booklet!

LaPlace, Garyville,
and Reserve:  
Wednesday, 3/6 at
5:30 PM

Basketball Cup & 
Ball Craft

Ages 3 to 8:  Spring
is here, and
children ages 4 to 8
are invited to make
their own paper bag
kite!  

Children’s Programs
The Cat in the Hat 

Shape Craft
Paper Bag Kites

Ages 0 to 5:  Get
ready, Seuss
superfans! Join the
Cat in the Hat on a
journey of shapes.

All Branches:  Tuesday,
3/5 (All Day)

Ages 6 to 11:  Put
your fine motor
skills to the test as
you build a
basketball and hoop
game. Flick your
hands to make the
basketball go into
the hoop!

All Branches:  
Tuesday, 3/19 at 4 PM

Storytime at the LibraryStorytime at the Library
Ages 0 to 5: If you want to stimulate your young one’s mind, join us for weekly
programs at each branch. Storytime introduces the love of reading to early
learners. This is a perfect time for young children and their parents or caretakers
to interact in a comfortable setting. At the community’s request, story time at the
Edgard Branch has been moved to Tuesday evenings. 

LaPlace, Garyville, & Edgard:  
Monday, 3/11 at 4:30 PM
Reserve: Thursday, 3/14 at 4:30 PM

Reserve:  
Mondays at
10:30 AM

Edgard:  NEW TIME!
Tuesdays at 
4 PM

LaPlace:  
Wednesdays at
10:30 AM

Garyville:  
Thursdays at
10:30 AM



YOUR VOTE COUNTS IN THE LOUISIANA YOUNGYOUR VOTE COUNTS IN THE LOUISIANA YOUNG
READERS’ CHOICE PROGRAM!READERS’ CHOICE PROGRAM!

The Louisiana Young Readers' Choice program was founded in 1999
with the first award given in 2000. Louisiana’s young people have

read nearly 1.4 million books and cast 438,000 votes in the 24 years
since the program began. The purpose of the program is to foster a
love of reading in the children of Louisiana by motivating them to

participate in the recognition of outstanding books. The lists are well-
balanced selections of high-quality fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.

Now entering its 24th year, the program continues to encourage
Louisiana’s youth to read for pleasure. 

Louisiana Readers’ Choice (LYRC/LTRC) Awards Program
2023-2024 Nominated Titles

Grades K-2:
• Are You a Cheeseburger? written and illustrated by Monica Arnaldo (Katherine Tegen Books, HarperCollins)
• Blue Floats Away written by Travis Jonker, illustrated by Grant Snider (Abrams Books for Young Readers,
Abrams)
• The Capybaras written and illustrated by Alfredo Soderguit (Greystone Kids)
• Chez Bob written and illustrated by Bob Shea (Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, Hachette Book Group)
• Doggo and Pupper written by Katherine Applegate, illustrated by Charlie Adler (Feiwel & Friends, Macmillan)
• Eyes That Kiss in the Corners written by Joanna Ho, illustrated by Dung Ho (HarperCollins)
• Hardly Haunted written and illustrated by Jessie Sima (Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, Simon &
Schuster)
• Home for a While written by Lauren Kerstein, illustrated by Natalia Moore (Magination Press)
• I Am the Shark written by Joan Holub, illustrated by Laurie Keller (Crown Books for Young Readers, Penguin
Random House)
• I Don’t Want to Read This Book written by Max Greenfield, illustrated by Mike Lowert (G.P. Putnam’s Sons
Books
for Young Readers, Penguin Random House)
• Invasion of the Unicorns written and illustrated by David Biedrzycki (Charlesbridge)
• Kraken Me Up written and illustrated by Jeffrey Ebbeler (Holiday House)
• Ruby’s Reunion Day Dinner written by Angela Dalton, illustrated by Jestenia Southerland (HarperCollins)
• Saturday at the Food Pantry written by Diane O’Neill, illustrated by Brizida Magro (Albert Whitman &
Company)
• Someone Builds the Dream written by Lisa Wheeler, illustrated by Loren Long (Dial Books, Penguin Random
House)

Ballots are available at each library branch. To be qualified
to vote, each student:

Must read 3 or more titles from the book list on the
ballot.
Must live in Louisiana.
Must be in grades identified on the book list.
Students with special needs may participate regardless
of their grade.
May vote only once and vote for only one book.



Grades 3-5:
• Allergic written by Megan Wagner Lloyd, illustrated by Michelle Mee Nutter (Graphix, Scholastic)
• Ben Yokoyama and the Cookie of Doom written by Matthew Swanson, illustrated by Robbi Behr (Knopf Books for
Young Readers, Penguin Random House)
• The Floating Field: How a Group of Thai Boys Built Their Own Soccer Field written by Scott Riley, illustrated by
Nquyen Quang and Kim Lien (Millbrook Press, Lerner Publishing Group)
• The Hiddenseek written by Nate Cernosek (G.P. Putnam’s Sons Books for Young Readers, Penguin Random
House)
• Jillian vs. Parasite Planet written by Nichole Kornher-Stace, illustrated by Scott Brown (Tachyon Publications)
• A Kind of Spark written by Elle McNicoll (Crown Books for Young Readers, Penguin Random House)
• Leonard (My Life as a Cat) by Carlie Sorosiak (Walker Books US, Penguin Random House)
• Let Liberty Rise!: How America’s Schoolchildren Helped Save the Statue of Liberty written by Chana Stiefel,
illustrated by Chuck Groenink (Scholastic Press, Scholastic)
• Lost Legends: The Legend of Flynn Rider written by Jen Calonita (Disney-Hyperion, Hachette Book Group)
• Lunch Every Day written and illustrated by Kathryn Otoshi (K.O. Kids Books)
• Nicky & Vera: A Quiet Hero of the Holocaust and the Children He Rescued written and illustrated by Peter Sís
(Norton Young Readers, W.W. Norton)
• Niki Nakayama: A Chef’s Tale in 13 Bites written by Debbi Michiko Florence and Jamie Michalak, illustrated by
Yuko Jones (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, Macmillan)
• Opening the Road: Victor Hugo Green and His Green Book written by Keila V. Dawson, illustrated by Alleanna
Harris (Beaming Books)
• Stella written by McCall Hoyle (Shadow Mountain)
• With Great Power: The Marvelous Stan Lee written by Annie Hunter Eriksen, illustrated by Lee Gatlin (Page
Street Kids)

Viewing glasses will be available
at St. John the Baptist Parish
Library branches in advance of
the April 8th solar eclipse.

Your thoughts are important!  
This short 4 question survey

can help shape your libraries in
St. John Parish.





MARCH 2024



LIBRARY BRANCH
LOCATIONS

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH

LAPLACE BRANCH AT THE NORRIS J. MILLET, SR. LIBRARY 
2920 HWY. 51 | LAPLACE, LA 70068

(985) 652-6857
MONDAY - THURSDAY |9:00 AM - 8:00 PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY|9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

SUNDAY |CLOSED
SUPERVISOR - BRANDY BARNES

ROLAND BORNE, SR. MEMORIAL LIBRARY (EDGARD)
2979 HWY. 18 | EDGARD, LA 70049

(985) 497-3453
MONDAY & WEDNESDAY |9:00 AM - 8:00 PM

TUESDAY, THURSDAY & FRIDAY|9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
 SATURDAY |10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

SUNDAY |CLOSED
SUPERVISOR - SAM BETHEL

LEROY D. WILLIAMS MEMORIAL LIBRARY (RESERVE)
170 WEST 10 ST.  | RESERVE, LA 70084

(985) 536-4107
MONDAY  & WEDNESDAY |9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

TUESDAY & THURSDAY|9:00 AM - 8:00 PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY |9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

SUNDAY |CLOSED
SUPERVISOR - CAROLYN MENDOZA

FRAZEE-HARRIS MEMORIAL LIBRARY (GARYVILLE)
111 HISTORIC FRONT ST. | GARYVILLE, LA 70051

(985) 535-6868
MONDAY & WEDNESDAY|9:00 AM - 8:00 PM

TUESDAY, THURSDAY & FRIDAY|9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
 SATURDAY |10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

SUNDAY |CLOSED
SUPERVISOR - DAWN SCHEXNAYDER

LIBRARY BOARD OF CONTROL
BLAINE TATJE - PRESIDENT

ELOIS JOSEPH - VICE PRESIDENT
MICHAEL WRIGHT - EX-OFFICIO
LEATRICE ARLIE - TREASURER

LISA T. WILDER 
DENISE BURRELL

YEVETTE SCIONEAUX

St. John the Baptist Parish Library

StJohnLib4

stjohnparishlib

WE'RE OPEN 24/7 ONLINE AT STJOHNLIB.COM

Join our email list for
free weekly

newsletters featuring
upcoming events

WANT  A LIBRARY CARD?

St. John the Baptist Parish residents
can obtain a library card for free if they
live, work, or go to school in the parish.
Proof of residency is required, such as:

 Driver’s License (current residence
address) 
State Identification Card (current
residence address) 
Checkbook with a current mailing
address 
Mail with date cancellation showing
current mailing address 
Receipt for payment of rent or utility
charges. 

Youths aged 14 or older may apply for a
library card with a student ID from a St.
John the Baptist Parish school or a
government-issued ID.
Youths younger than 14 must have the
application signed by an adult parent
or legal guardian who must show proof
of residency, 
Non-Residents may purchase a card for
$5.00, which is valid for 1 year.


